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Valued All IAFEI Board members, ExCom members & Advisory Committee members: 

This is an issue of IAFEI Weekly Update for the week of February 2, 2026. 

My heartfelt thanks go to Conchita (CLM), Piergiorgio (PGV), and Nobu (NTA) for their continued support 

and for consistently contributing articles to the editorial team.  

Please feel free to circulate this Weekly Update within your organization. I am hoping that 

this Weekly Update may increase the value of IAFEI membership. If you have any suggestions, or 

recommendations, or would like to participate to provide articles, please do not hesitate to contact me.   

Thank you for your continuous support and I would love to hear from you. 

Tsutomu Mannari (TMA) 

Chairman of IAFEI 

 (Total 12 pages)  
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Upcoming Events (Tentative) 

 
Date Time Event 

Feb. 9 (Mon) 6PM Hanoi, 7PM 

Beijing/Manila/Taipei, 

8PM Tokyo, 12PM CET 

Q1 Ex Com Meeting 

End Feb.  Technical Committee Webinar 

End Mar.  IAFEI Quarterly #61 Issue 

Mid Apr.  Technical Committee Webinar 

May. 12 (Tue) 6PM Hanoi, 7PM 

Beijing/Manila/Taiwan, 

8PM Tokyo, 1PM CET 

Q2 Ex Com Meeting 

Mid Jun.  Technical Committee Webinar 

End Jul.  IAFEI Quarterly #62 Issue 

Aug. 3 (Mon) 6PM Hanoi, 7PM 

Beijing/Manila/Taiwan, 

8PM Tokyo, 1PM CET 

Q3 Ex Com Meeting 

End Aug.  Technical Committee Webinar 

Mid Oct.  IAFEI DAY 

Nov. 10 (Tue) 6PM Hanoi, 7PM 

Beijing/Manila/Taiwan, 

8PM Tokyo, 12 PM CET 

Q4 Ex Com Meeting + BOD Meeting 

Dec. 10 (Thu)  IAFEI Quarterly #63 Issue 

 

 

You are welcome to visit our official website www.iafei.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.iafei.org/
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◼ 01 BUSINESSEUROPE | Headlines | January 22, 2026 

Nearly 140 solutions to reduce regulatory burdens in Europe 
 
Today, we launched the “BusinessEurope Omnibook to reduce regulatory burdens”, offering almost 

140 concrete solutions to the most pressing regulatory burdens across 10 policy areas (… … ) 

 

Read the Newsletter >>> 

(↑Contributed by PGV) 

◼ 02 BUSINESSEUROPE | Headlines | January 19, 2026 

Year in Review: Episode 2 of Espresso Briefings 
 
The second episode of our Espresso Briefings podcast reflects on a year marked by transition and a 

renewed focus on competitiveness, including the Omnibus packages, progress on the EU-Mercosur 

agreement, and the Clean Industrial Deal. It also looks ahead to what 2026 may bring for European 

business.  (… … ) 

 

Read the Newsletter >>> 

(↑Contributed by PGV) 

◼ 03 World Bank Group | Research & Outlook | January 2026 

Frontier Market Economies: Promise, Performance, and 
Prospects 
 
Frontier markets—a subset of emerging market and developing economies characterized by 

meaningful but limited access to international financial markets—have considerable promise. 

Already home to one-fifth of the world’s population, but only 5 percent of its output, today’s 

frontier markets are projected to account for most of the global population increase to 2050. Many 

frontier markets have large natural resource endowments. Relative to other developing economies, 

they also have more physical capital, healthier and better-educated workforces, and stronger 

institutions. Access to international markets provides financing opportunities. Outcomes in frontier 

markets will be pivotal for global job creation and development progress. (… … ) 

 

Read On More in Browser >>> 

(↑Contributed by CLM) 
◼ 04 The World Bank | Weekly Update via LinkedIn | January 05, 2026 

2025 and beyond: Key development trends to watch 
 
Happy New Year! We’re kicking off 2026 with a new episode of The Development Podcast, featuring 

World Bank Group and Devex experts discussing what drove development in 2025 and what to 

expect next. In case you missed it, we’re also spotlighting some of our most popular development 

stories and blogs from last year. (… … ) 

 

Read the Article in Browser >>> 

(↑Contributed by CLM) 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/research/publication/frontier-markets?cid=ECR_LI_worldbank_EN_EXT
https://www.worldbank.org/en/research/publication/frontier-markets?cid=ECR_LI_worldbank_EN_EXT
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/2025-beyond-key-development-trends-watch-the-world-bank-pdx2e/?trackingId=rKT%2BPVo8Q3apERmwv9tPBQ%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/2025-beyond-key-development-trends-watch-the-world-bank-pdx2e/?trackingId=rKT%2BPVo8Q3apERmwv9tPBQ%3D%3D
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◼ 05 World Bank Group | OKR Open Knowledge Repository |  
Publication: Cybersecurity Economics for Emerging Markets 
 
In our increasingly interconnected world, where digital technologies are rapidly transforming 

multiple aspects of daily life, the critical role of cybersecurity cannot be overstated, especially in 

developing nations. As these countries strive to harness the power of modern technology to drive 

economic growth, enhance public services, and elevate living standards, they concurrently face 

heightened risks associated with cyber threats. The increasing exposure of developing countries to 

cyber incidents is often compounded by various factors, including scarce resources, inadequate 

infrastructure, political unrest, inefficiencies in cybersecurity and technology markets, shortages of 

skilled cybersecurity professionals, legislative voids, and rapid rates of digital adoption. 

 

"Cybersecurity Economics for Emerging Markets" is a pioneering research work that delves into the 

drivers and profound consequences of cyber incidents worldwide. From economic setbacks that can 

destabilize entire economies to interruptions of vital services and impediments to social and 

economic development, the impacts of cyber incidents are far-reaching. 

 

This book analyzes hundreds of scholarly works and thousands of publicly disclosed cyber incidents 

over the past decade across some 190 countries. It sheds light on these incidents’ characteristics 

and trends, as well as the proactive roles that private market players and governments can assume 

to safeguard infrastructure in cyberspace effectively. The book presents practical, evidence-based 

policy suggestions that include efforts to strengthen the resilience of the most essential and 

interconnected sectors. It advocates for bolstering the national cybersecurity industries, strategizing 

cybersecurity research and development, addressing market failures through cybersecurity 

awareness and training programs, and taking proactive steps to reduce and control contagion 

effects from cyber incidents. By revealing crucial empirical and theoretical dimensions of 

cybersecurity economics, this book provides insights that could inform the creation of effective 

cybersecurity investments, with a focus on developing countries. These insights are invaluable for 

policy makers and stakeholders committed to fortifying the digital ecosystem against the ever-

evolving landscape of cyber threats.  (… … ) 

 

View in Browser >>> 

(↑Contributed by CLM) 

◼ 06 OECD | Tax News | January 28, 2026 

Sixth meeting of the OECD Global Forum on VAT 
 

The sixth meeting of the OECD Global Forum on VAT was held in Paris on 26-28 January, bringing 

together more than 300 representatives from 104 jurisdictions, international organisations, 

businesses and other stakeholders to advance international dialogue on efficient, future-ready VAT 

systems in the context of digital transformation. ( … … ) 

 

Read More >>> 

(↑Contributed by NTA) 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/4ec1bf22-3658-4d69-b9d3-43122254bc66
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/4ec1bf22-3658-4d69-b9d3-43122254bc66
https://newsletter.oecd.org/c/1bcmwAmWJjbwrnAknZvJbzVdvw
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◼ 07 OECD | Tax News | January 22, 2026 

The re-export puzzle: how the OECD addresses the largest 
source of distortion in merchandise trade statistics 

 

Trade asymmetries, whether in goods or services, can obscure policy decisions, confuse businesses, 

and complicate research efforts aimed at measuring and understanding the rapidly evolving global 

economy. Persistent asymmetries may even undermine trust in official statistics. Addressing them is 

essential for achieving a coherent and accurate view of international trade. ( … … ) 

 

Read the Blog in Browser >>> 

(↑Contributed by NTA) 

 

https://www.oecd.org/en/blogs/2026/01/the-re-export-puzzle-how-the-oecd-addresses-the-largest-source-of-distortion-in-merchandise-trade-statistics.html?adestraproject=Stats%20Flash&utm_campaign=Stats%20Flash%2C%20January%202026&utm_content=read-the-article-BIMTS-update&utm_term=sdd&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Adestra
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Nearly 140 solutions to reduce regulatory burdens in Europe 

Today, we launched the “BusinessEurope Omnibook to reduce regulatory burdens”, offering almost 140 

concrete solutions to the most pressing regulatory burdens across 10 policy areas. 

 

“Europe cannot afford to let excessive regulation 

undermine its competitiveness!” underlined our 

Director General Markus J. Beyrer. 

 

Regulatory burden continues to weigh heavily on 

European businesses; we know from surveys with 

our members that they have identified this as the 

primary challenge to EU investment, followed by 

high energy prices and skilled labour shortages. 

After a year of EU Omnibus proposals for regulatory 

simplification, the Omnibook is a consolidated 

reference document bringing together all our 

proposals to directly support and strengthen these 

simplification efforts.   

While some of our recommendations have already 

been taken on board, the results so far do not yet 

match the scale and urgency of the challenge. 

 

Of the nearly 140 suggestions, 60% go beyond 

reporting and administrative requirements, while a 

further 25% address persistent Single Market 

barriers. We need a regulatory framework that 

enables investment, innovation and sustainable 

growth. 

 

Check out our publication, covering topics such as 

energy, climate, digital, taxation and employment. 

 

Read the Publication Here >>> 

https://businesseurope.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f44a147d7c0e5270136a94d0&id=0bad490ddf&e=89142c14c6
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EU-Mercosur: BusinessEurope shocked by the collective lack of 
responsibility   

 

The European Parliament’s plenary vote yesterday to refer ratification to the Court of Justice of the 

European Union will unnecessarily delay the ratification of this landmark agreement, which is crucial for 

the position of the European Union in the world. 

 

“It is hard to understand this collective lack of responsibility in a geopolitical situation putting Europe 

under growing strain and at a moment when the urgent necessity to diversify our export and import 

markets could not be clearer”, our Director General Markus J. Beyrer underlined. 

 

Swift ratification would have been one of the best opportunities to demonstrate Europe’s capacity to act 

globally and to reduce unhealthy dependencies. 

 

We urge all relevant decision makers to rapidly assess the different options and look for all possibilities to 

ensure the swift implementation of the EU-Mercosur agreement. 

 

Read Our Press Release >>> 

 

Did you know? 

 

https://businesseurope.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f44a147d7c0e5270136a94d0&id=1e9f74f552&e=89142c14c6
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Quote of the week 

"Respecting territorial integrity and sovereignty is fundamental to 

upholding international law. They are essential pillars 

In providing stability and predictability 

for our companies and our economies.” 

Our statement on the U.S. and the situation concerning Greenland quoted in the POLITICO Pro Morning 

Trade Newsletter of 21 January. 
 

 

Latest Publications 

 

Renewed call for proportionate 

EU-level action on professional 

Third-Party Litigation Funding 

(TPLF) 

 

21 January 

 

Read our joint statement. 
 

Upcoming events 

28 January 

The Business case for responsible business conduct: 

strategic opportunities and policy incentives 

29 January 

Research Conference: Understanding the impact of 

the Recovery and Resilience Facility 

 

Copyright © BUSINESSEUROPE 2025. All rights reserved. 
Forward to a friend - Our privacy policy 

BUSINESSEUROPE · Avenue de Cortenbergh 168 · Brussels 1000 · Belgium 

(Reposted from: BUSINESSEUROPE Headlines, January 22, 2026) 

https://businesseurope.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f44a147d7c0e5270136a94d0&id=db2a763750&e=89142c14c6
https://businesseurope.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f44a147d7c0e5270136a94d0&id=1319f631a8&e=89142c14c6
https://businesseurope.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f44a147d7c0e5270136a94d0&id=7b1933dac3&e=89142c14c6
https://businesseurope.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f44a147d7c0e5270136a94d0&id=7b1933dac3&e=89142c14c6
https://businesseurope.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f44a147d7c0e5270136a94d0&id=1d9e2a0cac&e=89142c14c6
https://businesseurope.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f44a147d7c0e5270136a94d0&id=1d9e2a0cac&e=89142c14c6
https://us9.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=7f44a147d7c0e5270136a94d0&id=c4a0a18f6e&e=89142c14c6
https://businesseurope.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f44a147d7c0e5270136a94d0&id=a3dfe75999&e=89142c14c6
https://mailchi.mp/businesseurope/headlines-omnibook-to-reduce-regulatory-burdens?e=89142c14c6
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Year in Review: Episode 2 of Espresso Briefings 

The second episode of our Espresso Briefings podcast reflects on a year marked by transition and a 

renewed focus on competitiveness, including the Omnibus packages, progress on the EU-Mercosur 

agreement, and the Clean Industrial Deal. It also looks ahead to what 2026 may bring for European 

business. 

 

Our Director General Markus J. Beyrer offers his 

unique perspective on the key developments of the 

past year and discusses the priorities shaping the 

months ahead. 

He highlights that policy makers on all levels need 

to deliver on their promises on European 

competitivenes now!   

 

Listen to the Second Episode Here >>> 

 

https://businesseurope.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f44a147d7c0e5270136a94d0&id=277fea8af7&e=89142c14c6
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EU–Mercosur agreement: closer than ever to becoming reality 

 

Tomorrow, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen will sign the EU-Mercosur trade deal in 

Paraguay, a milestone moment for Europe. 

 

Our Director General Markus J. Beyrer explains why this deal is crucial: access to a market of 270 million 

consumers, up to €4 billion in annual tariff savings, and stronger, more resilient value chains that reinforce 

Europe’s strategic autonomy. Now we urge the European Parliament to move swiftly and turn this 

opportunity into reality for European companies and workers. 

 

Watch the Video >>> 

 

Did you know? 

 

For more information, check out our dedicated website: https://www.businesseurope.eu/eu-mercosur-

trade-agreement/ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRvajoZtan0
https://businesseurope.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f44a147d7c0e5270136a94d0&id=cdc88efd98&e=89142c14c6
https://businesseurope.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f44a147d7c0e5270136a94d0&id=cdc88efd98&e=89142c14c6
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Quote of the week 

"Maximising the impact of EU programmes requires greater 

simplification, better accessibility for companies, stronger 

mobilisation of private investment, meaningful stakeholder 

involvement, and increased flexibility.” 

Our Director General Markus J. Beyrer quoted by Agence Europe on 13 January, 

highlighting our call for a stronger competitiveness framework in the upcoming EU Budget. 

Read our press release here 
 

 

Latest Publications 

 

European Parliament’s INL on 

just transition directive in the 

world of work 

 

14 January 

 

Read our joint statement. 

European Commission’s proposal 

for the 2028-2034 Multiannual 

Financial Framework 

 

13 January 

 

Read our position paper.  

 

Social partners hearing on the 

seasonal workers and employer 

sanctions directives 

 

19 December 

 

Read the employers’ input. 

Competitiveness and innovation 

strengthening the Horizon 

Europe and European 

Competitiveness Fund 

combination in the MFF 

 

18 December 

 

Read our position paper. 

 

https://businesseurope.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f44a147d7c0e5270136a94d0&id=9149a2ad6f&e=89142c14c6
https://businesseurope.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f44a147d7c0e5270136a94d0&id=a60e5f9cc9&e=89142c14c6
https://businesseurope.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f44a147d7c0e5270136a94d0&id=701bd8fd9f&e=89142c14c6
https://businesseurope.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f44a147d7c0e5270136a94d0&id=50490b0594&e=89142c14c6
https://businesseurope.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f44a147d7c0e5270136a94d0&id=e323e9dcf2&e=89142c14c6
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Reducing regulatory burden to 

restore the EU’s competitive 

edge 

 

18 December 

 

Read our publication. 

 
Upcoming events 

… …  … … 
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https://businesseurope.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f44a147d7c0e5270136a94d0&id=698aa3f250&e=89142c14c6
https://us9.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=7f44a147d7c0e5270136a94d0&id=c4a0a18f6e&e=89142c14c6
https://businesseurope.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f44a147d7c0e5270136a94d0&id=a3dfe75999&e=89142c14c6
https://mailchi.mp/businesseurope/headlines-year-in-review-eu-mercosur-agreement?e=89142c14c6

