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This is an issue of IAFEI Weekly Update for the week of December 22, 2025.

Valued All IAFEI Board members, ExXCom members & Advisory Committee members:

As we come to the final issue of this year's Weekly Update, | would like to express my sincere appreciation
to all our readers for your continued interest, encouragement, and support throughout the year. On behalf
of IAFEI Editorial Team, | wish you and your organizations a very successful, healthy, and prosperous New
Year, and | hope that 2026 will be another meaningful year for both IAFEI and each of you.

My heartfelt thanks go to Conchita (CLM), Piergiorgio (PGV), and Nobu (NTA) for their continued support
and for consistently contributing articles to the editorial team.

Please feel free to circulate this Weekly Update within your organization. | am hoping that
this Weekly Update may increase the value of IAFEI membership. If you have any suggestions, or
recommendations, or would like to participate to provide articles, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you for your continuous support and | would love to hear from you.

Tsutomu Mannari (TMA)
Chairman of |AFEI
(Total 7 pages)
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Upcoming Events

Date

Time Event

You are welcome to visit our official website www.iafei.org
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National strategies and policies for quantum technologies

Join us online on 20 January to explore how countries are developing national strategies and policy
instruments to support quantum technologies. We will delve into their timelines, motivations,

scope, goals, assessment approaches and the governance mechanisms that define their national
guantum strategies. ( ... ... )

Register Here >>>

(1Contributed by CLM)
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11 December 2025

Meeting with Commissioner Albuquerque: Advancing

sustainability with workable rules

On 9 December, our Director General Markus J. Beyrer met with European Commissioner for Financial
Services and the Single Market for Investment, Maria Luis Albuquerque, to discuss key initiatives shaping

Europe’s sustainable and resilient economic future.

While reaffirming support for the EU’s sustainability
objectives, Beyrer stressed that the current corporate
sustainability reporting framework must be simplified
to remain workable for businesses and limit auditing
costs.

The EFRAG proposal for the European Sustainability
Reporting Standards (ESRS) already brings welcome
improvements, including useful reliefs, a clearer
structure, and the removal of certain disclosure
requirements. However, Beyrer emphasised that
further simplification is crucially needed, with
reporting focusing on what is truly relevant for
investment decisions and on data that companies can
collect with reasonable effort.

Beyrer also highlighted strong support for the
Savings and Investments Union (SIU), an initiative
designed to enhance access to long-term finance
for SMEs, start-ups, and innovative companies.

He underlined the importance of fully
implementing measures such as the European
Single Access Point, consolidated tape, and the
Listing Act, ensuring that regulatory changes do
not unnecessarily increase financing costs while
also reducing the overall regulatory burden. The
overarching objective, Beyrer noted, should be to
make the EU more attractive to both domestic
and foreign investors, supporting growth,
innovation, and competitiveness.
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Joint statement on the EU-Mercosur agreement

Together with three other leading cross-sector business organisations in Europe, BusinessEurope has
today published a joint statement urging the EU to finalise the long-negotiated EU-Mercosur agreement.

European companies are increasingly exposed to pressures from China’s assertive trade policies and new
U.S. tariffs. Implementing the much-needed diversification strategy is therefore essential to provide
businesses, particularly SMEs, with the predictability and new opportunities they urgently need, while
safeguarding jobs and supporting European competitiveness. The EU stands to gain a first-mover
advantage, with privileged access to a market of 270 million consumers.

Failing to adopt a deal negotiated for more than 25 years would not only mean losing these economic
benefits, but would also undermine the EU’s credibility as a reliable global partner. Now is the time to

seize this opportunity.

Read the Full Statement >>>

Did you know?

around €1 0 trittion of Househ
savings in the EU are held in low

bank deposits rather than b
channeled into capital mar

Source: European Commission

The Savings and Investments Union (SIU) seeks to redirect part of these savings toward productive
investments, especially to support SMEs, innovation, the green & digital transitions, and broader EU
strategic priorities.
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Quote of the week

“Even with the improvements achieved it will still be a substantial
challenge for companies to comply with the new rules.”

Our Director General Markus J. Beyrer quoted in Reuters yesterday, in reaction to the trilogue deal reached on
Omnibus | on 9 December. Read our press release here

Latest publications

Directive on Empowering
Consumers for the Green
Transition (ECGT)

10 December

Read the joint business statement.

Key messages to EU
Competitiveness Council on 8
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Read the letter from Markus J. Beyrer to Morten
Badskov.
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Upcoming event

16 December
Towards the Circular Economy Act — Workshop 3

Copyright © BUSINESSEUROPE 2025. All rights reserved.
Forward to a friend - Our privacy policy

BUSINESSEUROPE - Avenue de Cortenbergh 168 - Brussels 1000 - Belgium

(Reposted from: BUSINESSEUROPE Headlines, December 11 2025)
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