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Welcome address  
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Facing the Reality   
Financial executives currently face a monumental task: leading the corporate world out of the worst 
post-WW2 economic downturn.  
Economic crises have been following one after the other, more frequently and more severely  than 
before. Many CFOs now run companies that are suffering from a radical collapse of demand and 
will need to self-adjust to survive. 
The IAFEI World Congress 2010 will address the reasons why this has happened and how to 
anticipate and, hopefully, avoid other disasters. Global economists and business experts will 
explore the reality of the up and downs of todayôs economy.  
óGreat depressionô, ósubprime crisisô, óinternet bubbleô; whatever the media nickname, the latest 
economic crisis will not be the last. Power will continue to shift among business segments and 
world economies, and even the most established corporate giants can be affected by fraud and 
corruption:  

 The G8 has become a G20, and the next move may be a G2 with China. 

 The Madoffôs of the day tricks of the trade and strings of Ponzi scheme hit individual 
investors as well as major markets throughout the world.  

 The collapse of Lehman Brothers has been sensed as a collateral of the failure of an entire 
presumably sophisticated financial system. 

Our speakers will offer their personal insights on where we came from and where we stand, with 
qualified assessments of the global economic position, and address other uncertainties on your 
agenda. 
 

 

Looking F orward  
The IAFEI World Congress 2010 focuses primarily on óLooking Forwardô ï looking beyond the 
crisis and ahead to opportunities for growth. It is up to CFOs to craft a better governance of the 
corporate world and, to do that, we will have to anticipate and evolve according to what comes 
next. 
Italy is the country that epitomes Art. The art of taking the long view is something in which our 
guest managers and companies excel.  
Our speakers are some of the most senior influencers in the worlds of finance, retail, technology, 
energy, manufacturing and education, and representatives of some of the most successful global 
companies and brands. They will share their insights on how to emerge successfully in the 
changing global economy.  
You will be addressed by talented entrepreneurs, managers, economists and consultants, who will 
help you to anticipate the upcoming shifting trends in planning, production, distribution and 
consumption. In addition, you will be introduced to new breakthroughs in company management 
tools, business ethics and governance.     
 

Join us  
We invite you join us in Rome to benefit from this collective business expertise, to network with 
other CFOs, to take advantage of Romeôs mild autumn, and to enjoy our inviting social program. 
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Welcome to Rome      

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

The Location  

Rome, the Eternal City, provides the most spectacular backdrop for the 40th IAFEI World 
Congress. It is the ideal location to discuss óLooking Forwardô - no other place in the world could 
better illustrate the ability of a population to constantly adapt and evolve throughout history.  
According to tradition, Rome was founded by twins Romulus and Remus in 753 BC, and has 
performed a fundamental role in the worldôs development for almost 3000 years.  
During the Roman Empire, Rome was the all powerful capital of western civilisation. Rome has 
also been the seat of the head of the Roman Catholic Church since the 4th century. The Eternal 
City has remained an internationally important political and spiritual point of reference ever since. 
Turn any corner to witness layer upon layer of history living harmoniously with modern business. 
Where else could you literally walk in the footsteps of Julius Caesar in world famous sites like the 
Coliseum and the Forum; be awestruck by Michelangeloôs Sistine Chapel, the Bernini sculptures 
and some spectacular modern art; delight in the beautiful city squares boasting over 2000 exquisite 
cooling fountains; stroll in the lovely public gardens and around the villas of famous Renaissance 
families; and enjoy some of the most delicious food youôve ever tasted! 
We wish you all a great stay in Rome, to enjoy its many pleasures and to be inspired by The Art of 
the Forward Look.   
 

The  Venue  

The Westin Excelsior Hotel is hosting the Summit. The epitome of elegant style, luxury and 
comfort, the hotel is renowned for outstanding service and has welcomed celebrities, statesmen 
and artists visiting the Eternal City since 1906.  
Voted onto the Condé Nast Traveller Gold List, the sumptuously furnished hotel offers a host of 
excellent facilities, including a large new health club with indoor pool, superb dining, charming 
sidewalk cafe tables, a piano bar. 
The splendid Art Nouveau building boasts an exceptional location on the Via Veneto, a renown 
location for its prestigious and excellent cafés, bars and restaurants. Situated close to the Spanish 
Steps and the Villa Borghese gardens, the hotel is within easy reach of  the shopping district and 
all of Romeôs major attractions. 
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WEDNESDAY - OCTOBER 13, 2010 
 
 
PRE-EVENT REGISTRATION (Westin Excelsior Hotel, Via Veneto, Rome) 
 

08.00-19.00 Pre-event registration at the Congress site 
 Avoid the rush tomorrow morning and register today. 

 
OPTIONAL EVENT (Vatican City) 
 

09.00-12.00 Collective Vatican audience 
This is an extremely privileged opportunity to meet The Pope. 
Strictly limited attendance �± pre-registration only. 
Register early to avoid disappointment. 

 
 

OPENING CEREMONY (Campidoglio, Rome)   
 

16.00 Opening ceremony and welcome cocktail  
The formal Congress Opening Ceremony will be hosted for participants at the 
Campidoglio, near the Forum, with a welcome address by the Mayor of Rome, 
Gianni Alemanno. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


